SOUTH FLORIDA WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT

The Burmese Python has a stranglehold
on the Everglades ecosystem.

Since making its way into the bountiful wild areas of South Florida, these snakes have thrived, taking a top
position on the food chain. The scaled menace reproduces rapidly, grows to great lengths and breeds in large
numbers, continuing to wreak havoc by feeding on most any living thing with a heartbeat. The python’s
adaptability to the Everglades environment has significantly increased its population and the snake has now
decimated whole species of small mammals (such as the marsh rabbit).
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This pyramid of Everglades wildlife inhabitants depicts the typical intake of prey
for a python to reach a length of 13 feet (over 5 to 7 years). Large pythons prey
on deer, alligators and small mammals.

1 raccoon 10 squirrels

1 opossum 15 rabbits

4 5ft alligators 15 wrens

5 American coots 30 cotton rats
6 little blue herons /2 mice

3 Ibises

Source for pyramid graphic: Skip Snow, Everglades National Park & Dr. Stephan Secor, University of Alabama



